I am convinced that, although neither Coronado nor Castafieda and Jamarillo mention the dances, they were still zealously performed in the winter of 154041 in the seven pueblos of Zufii?
The Spaniards, especially the clergy, attempted to suppress the Indian kachina dances:
The dance was early prohibited, but was never completely suppressed. . . . One of the first things the Pueblos did after the expulsion of Otermin from New Mexico was to reestablish the Cachinas.'
Masks are not specifically alluded to in these passages. But in the following citations it will become quite clear, I think, that masks are definitely associated with the kachinas.
During the revolt of 1680 the Indians destroyed almost everything that was Spanish, but they were especially eager to destroy religious articles. pieces or bum them; that no one should speak the name of Jesus or Mary, nor invoke the saints; that all the married men should abandon the women with whom they had contracted matrimony according to the Christian law, and should take other [women] as suited them; and that no one should speak the Castilian tongue, nor show any holding of affection for the God of the Christians, for the saints, nor for the priests and Spaniards; and that wherever they had not already done so they should bum all the temples and sacred images. . . . In fine, there remained in all the kingdom no vestige of the Christian religion; all was profaned and destroyed.
Had the masks been borrowed from the Spaniards it is quite likely that they too would have succumbed to such thoroughgoing destruction of foreign things.
But the Indians did not destroy masks (neither did they destroy dl of the articles of Catholic worship, as the following quotations show).
I n December, 1681, Otermin arrived in Isleta pueblo on his way to reconquer the Pueblos. He searched the houses and found a few church re1ics.O The Indians were then ordered to take out of their houses and from any other place whatsoever, the idols, feathers, powders, masks, and every other thing pertaining to their idolatry and superstition. This was done, and when all such things had been collected they were piled in a heap and burned.
It seems quite clear from this that both Indians and Spaniards alike recognized the masks a s belonging to Indian culture rather than to the Spanish.
Otermin's maestro de carnpo, Mendoza, marched on t o the north. At Puaray'
. . . they made a house to house search and found . . . a great many "masks de cacherias, in imitation of the devil, which are those that they use in their diabolical dances.'' All of the latter were collected and burned.* Arriving at Sandia pueblo (December, 1681) Mendoza found that three cells of the monastery had escaped destruction, and these9 judging from their appearances, had been left by the Indians for the principal purpose of conducting their dances in them. All of these cells were employed as storerooms for masks, POWdered herbs, feathers, and other things used by the Indians in their ceremonials and dances, particularly that of the Cacina. . . . In the whole pueblo not a cross was found; on the other hand new estufas had been built. The masks, powders . . . were burned.
At San Felipe Mendoza made a house to house search.lo ceremonies were found.
In most of the houses a great many masks such as were employed by the Indians in their 6 C. W. Hackett the Spaniards declared that anything non-Christian was of the Devil.
